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Statutory Plans

Assessment of city/ 

county and local area 

plans made by local 

authorities for fit with 

national and regional 

policy and legislative 

requirements

Local authority 

Reviews 

Reviews and 

examinations of local 

authority and An Bord 

Pleanála systems and 

procedures in the 

delivery of planning 

services to the public

Research & 

Training 

Building knowledge and 

information base in 

planning through 

training for local 

authority members and 

staff, public information, 

research

OPR Functions



OPR Achievements:

Elected Member 
Training

• Eight events to date (big 
attendance)

• Two year programme

• Extensive online 
resources

• Oireachtas

Public Awareness

• Planning Leaflet series

• Eco Eye (4 episodes)

• Planning Library

• Newsletter

• Planning Regulator 
guest speaker events 
[including DECC, Climate 
Advisory Council, DECC, LDA, 
ICLRD, CCMA, IBEC] 

Staff Training

• Support IPI Online CPD 
(May 2020)

• Sponsoring the
continuation EPA ESM 
training

• Regional SEA Fora

• Support CARO

• More to come in 2021..



Research, training and 

public awareness

Statutory mandate to conduct education, research and 

training programmes:

 Research: into planning matters relevant to the OPR’s functions or at the 

request of the Minister

 Training: for elected members and staff of regional and local authorities

OPR Strategy Statement Action:

Establishment of the National Planning Knowledge Group (NPKG):  includes 

representation from the Higher Education Institutions (HEI), non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs), planning institutes, government organisations, 

departments and representatives from planning authorities.



Planning 

Research Framework

https://opr.iw.ie/view-file/29

https://opr.iw.ie/view-file/29


GOAL
To develop an effective research programme that addresses the gaps in planning theory and 

practice, supports the delivery of best practice in the planning system, facilitates greater public 

understanding and participation and develops necessary tools and applications for practitioners 

and researchers.

2. To provide 

support and 

reassurance 

for 

practitioners 

and promote 

confidence in 

the planning 

system 

1. To promote 

the overall 

sustainable 

development 

agenda

3. To address 

themes and 

issues 

identified as 

knowledge 

gaps by 

stakeholders

4. To work in 

partnership 

with other 

stakeholders 

to 

strengthen 

collaboration

5. To advocate 

and support 

the use of new 

technologies 

and innovation

6. To avoid 

repetition of 

existing 

research

7. To prepare 

a two year 

programme 

of research 

with an 

annual 

review

Objectives

Planning Research Framework- Goal & Objectives



Planning Research Framework- Structure

First Strand: Planning Issues

Core planning themes

e.g. housing, urban & rural regeneration, transport, environment etc.

Reflect current policy context 

Responsive

Second Strand: Planning Performance 

Focus on the processes behind the system.

Identify trends, patterns, establish causes and linkages.

Highlight good (& poor) practice in order to learn and improve systems and 
procedures.

Third Strand: Planning Practice

Practical assistance for day-to-day work.

Close gaps between high level policy, academia & frontline service.

Promote education, learning from experience and knowledge sharing.



Evaluation Criteria :



Planning Research Framework

how are we going to do it?

Partnerships
Directed & 

Commissioned 

Demonstration
Project

Contributor
Role

Delivery 
Mechanism



Planning Research Framework: 

what are we going to produce?

RSR

Research 
Series Report

CSP

Case Study 
Papers

PN

Practice 
Notes

PA

Practice 
Applications







What is a ‘Practice Note’?

Paper that examines a specific subject matter from the

perspective of the practitioner.

Key messages translated from policy and legislation into

pragmatic advice for day-to-day work of a planning

practitioner.

Complementary tool to give support and reassurance.

Sharing collective knowledge and learnings



A ‘Practice Note’ is not….

Not a substitute for learning, understanding or reading the 

principal legislation, guidelines or case law.

Not binding – a planning authority does not have to adopt 

or incorporate any recommendations outlined.

Not a legal digest – it does reflect recent case law.



What does PN01 address?

Key 
Concepts 
Explained

- Significant 
Effect

- Likelihood 

Precautionary 
Principle

Direct 
Effects 

/Indirect 
Effects

Integrity of a 
European 

Site

Mitigation,

Compensation

Source-
Pathway-
Receptor

(Zone of 
Influence)



Undertaking 

Screening for 

Appropriate 

Assessment 



Source-Pathway-Receptor Model:



Section 6.0 

Implications for Development Management

Clear and concise advice on the practical elements of 

Development Management

Frequently asked questions that practitioners deal with on a day-

to-day basis

E.g. 247 pre-application, validation, local authority development.



Appendices…

 Template Screening Template Forms that can be used for simple and 

complex cases.

 Worked up Case Studies:

▪ A domestic extension

▪ Large housing development

▪ Intensive agricultural development (piggery)







Plus…

Further Reading and Reference 

Material (including Case Law) 

Details European Sites & the Natura 

2000 Network including a map of the 

Irish sites

Tables listing protected habitats and 

species



https://www.opr.ie/planning-practice/

https://www.opr.ie/planning-practice/


 Practice Note 02 EIA Screening

 Development Plan Timeline Calculator



Finally….

 Urge you all to register on our website for our 
newsletter for automatic updates.

 Check out our website resources:
https://www.opr.ie/

 Email us: research@opr.ie

 Located at Park House, Dublin 7

Thank you

https://www.opr.ie/
mailto:research@opr.ie

